
Fact box 
 

Company name:  

BAM Construction 

 

Project name:  

Adel Beck Secure Children’s  

Home: Nature Walk 

 

Location:  

Leeds 

 

Biodiversity enhancement: 

Enhancement of the awareness in 

 Animal species identification 

 Alternative energy 

technologies 

 Waste diversion from landfill 

 Ecological protection 

measures 

 

Size:  

N/A 

 

Cost: 

About £1500  

 

Tips: 

 Have a contingency plan if the 

weather is bad 

 Have lots of short snappy 

games  to break visits up 

 Get support to shepherd the 

group 

 The gorier the better – kids 

love it!  

 

Year completed: 

2013 

 

 

 

 

 

ADEL BECK SECURE CHILDREN’S HOME, BAM CONSTRUCTION 

Anthony Heaton, Regional Sustainability Advisor at BAM 

Construction, devised an activity to meet the schools 

requirements whilst engaging with BAM’s site and the fantastic 

natural surroundings on their doorstep. 

 

The day consisted of an hour long nature trail for five year 

groups totalling 150 children from 4 to 11 years old. The classes 

of 30 were treated to four activities all held along the bridleway 

between the school and site with a short detour into the woods.  

 

Enhancement of the awareness of pupils at the school in key 

areas 

 

  Animal species identification  

  Alternative energy technologies 

  Waste diversion from landfill 

  Ecological protection measures 

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT OVERVIEW 

Categories 
 

 Community engagement 

BIG Challenge Case Study 



METHODOLOGY 

Activity 1: Wild Life Nature Trail 

The first activity involved a nature trail along the newly constructed Bridleway footpath. 10 commonly found 

animals were hidden along the path at intervals in habitats you would expect to find them. For the younger 

children, the game was to spot them first but for the older children, habitats,  food,  human impact and 

perceptions were all discussed. All the animals could be seen in the local area including deer, bats,  white 

clawed crayfish,  mice,  foxes,  moles, etc. 

 

Activity 2: Solar Panel Game 

The second activity was a solar panel game where by the children arranged themselves as a solar array in a 

bid to explain how solar panels (Photovoltaic) work. 10 children were arranged into 2 lines of 5 touching each 

others shoulders – These acted as the arrays. The remaining children represented the U.V light rays passing 

through the array and the electrons bouncing around between to produce the electricity. The faster the 

classes could pass through the more energy was produced. 

 

Activity 3: Site View & Recycling Game 

For Activity 3 the children went onto site to a specially constructed viewing area. From the vantage point, the 

children could see the whole site and a brief description of the works was given by Site Manager - Ian 

Teasdale. In this area, the site had placed 3 skips, each labelled separately with Re-use, Recycle and 

Rubbish Dump. A small skip was placed containing typical waste items and the children had to identify the 

waste with the correct hierarchy method by running and standing in front of the correct skip. Each item was 

then explained how BAM work hard to reduce, reuse and recycle 90% of our waste. 

 

Activity 4: Woodland Wildlife 

The final activity took place in the deep dark woods where BAM’s ecologist consultants SLR Consulting Ltd 

got all gruesome showing the children the skulls of foxes and badgers along with a preserved long eared 

brown and pipistrelle bat. All the species shown were evident in the surrounding areas of the school and site 

and tied into an extensive ecology survey conducted prior to works commencing. The woods also highlighted 

to the children how important trees are for shelter, food and oxygen for all species. The woods contained 

several protected trees that BAM are working around throughout the course of the project  
 

Pictures of the activities children were involved in 

If you would like to sign up for the BIG Challenge,  

please contact CIRIA  by email at 

customer.services@ciria.org  

mailto:customer.services@ciria.org

