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BARRATT DAVID WILSON YORKSHIRE EAST REGION – ANDREW TUTE 

Project overview  

Carlton Green is a residential development providing a range of family homes in the 
semi-rural village of Carlton, close to Selby.  

What were the biodiversity conditions on site, prior to the enhancement? 

Prior to the development the site was used as grazing land as part of a local farm, so 
the presence of wildlife was considered to be likely when we started the 
construction works, but with minimal existing habitats due to the open nature of 
the fields.  BDW therefore wanted to ensure from the outset that we considered 
any existing wildlife and it’s enhancement when our scheme was brought to life. 

There were no planning conditions enforcing ecological enhancement – Contact 
from a local school girl prompted BDW to consider the ecological provision on the 
site and to work together to provide a net gain across the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

Molly and her letter 
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What were the reasons behind this project ? 

BDW are committed to achieving a net gain in Biodiversity across the whole 
business by 2020.  We are appointing E&B champions within each region to drive 
forward the inclusion of various methods of enhancement on all sites. 

On Carlton Green a specific need for a sympathetic design to the needs of the 
local hedgehog community was highlighted by school girl Molly in a letter to our 
regional office.  We wrote back to Molly, praised her initiative and agreed a 
scheme of hedgehog highways across the site, to aid the hedgehogs migration 
around the new garden fences etc. 

 

Carlton Green Street scene Marketing CGI  
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What were the biodiversity measures taken? 

Following an exchange of letters between James & Molly, BDW committed to 
providing an extensive scheme of hedgehog highways across the site, 
including access points through fences and walls, centred around a log pile 
bug hotel. We have included hedgehog gateway templates, to ensure that the 
holes are seen to be there for this specific purpose and will not be ‘repaired’.  

Molly has spoken within her school about the great work we did together and 
the habitats we have created, and received praise from her head teacher. 

For access through brick built garden walls, off cuts of drainage pipe were 
utilised meaning no additional material cost was incurred, and site waste was 
reduced. – the bricklaying team set these into the walls without additional 
charges for time spent.  The log pile bug hotel will be created from trees that 
have been removed during the construction phase, from another site close 
by. Following great feedback from the new residents moving into the site, we 
have rolled this type of scheme out across all new sites started in the last 6 
months across our region.  

From discussions with residents it has been identified that bees are in need of 
assistance (across the country) so we began a scheme of issuing ‘Bee Saver 
Kits’ within our communities.  These kits include wildflower seeds, a garden 
planner, a bee spotter guide and bee postcards.  Children who collect a kit 
will also receive a wildlife book. 

Molly with Design Manager James Wakeling – discussing 

hedgehog highway routes 
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Further information 

This site has become a forerunner to all of our new sites across the region – 
we have targeted biodiversity net gains across the board, specifically hitting 
brown field sites.  We have committed to providing some or all of the 
following across all sites where identified as being of ecological value; bird 
boxes, bat boxes, swift bricks, bug hotels, wildflower planting, and bee 
friendly planting. 

The Ecology layout has become a recognised drawing by site teams, and 
incorporates all ecological enhancement measures applicable to the site. 

Future learning will see enhancements being targeted based on the sites 
most relevant ecological need. 

In the coming weeks we have booked in a return visit for Molly to officially 
open our playground to the residents, which will give her the opportunity to 
see how we have taken up her suggestions from when she first wrote to us 
some months ago, and gave her the recognition she deserves.  This has also 
opened up avenues of connection with schools and groups local to other sites 
– as we look to engage communities with our schemes to benefit both the 
biodiversity of the site, and the marketing of our schemes 

Project Team 

• Contract Manager – Steve Sharp 
• Design manager – James Wakeling 
• Ecology Champion – Andrew Tute 
• Technical Manager – Jon Birkin 

 
What was the motivation for carrying out the enhancement? 
Engaging with local resident Molly on this scheme has opened the floodgates 
for many more sites on which we will strive for Ecological excellence. 
 

Molly with the site team and a hedgehog access point in progress! 
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Finished Hedgehog highways! 


