
Fact box 
 

Company name: 

Berkeley Home 
 

Project name: 

Kidbrooke Village 
 

Location:  

Kidbrooke, London  
 

Biodiversity enhancement:  

 Tree retention and planting 

 School engagement 
 

Size:  

1,000 trees 
 

Cost: 

N/A 
 

Tips: 

Plan early and be flexible- 

planting of the trees had to be 

completed in autumn, however 

obtaining whips that were of the 

correct provenance proved to be 

difficult. There was concern that 

they wouldn’t be obtained in time, 

however luckily the winter was 

very mild and they were able to 

be planted much later than first 

thought. 

 

Year completed: 

2014 

KIDBROOKE VILLAGE, BERKELEY HOME 

Kidbrooke Village is a large-scale, new suburban community in 

Greenwich, south London. It is currently one of the largest 

regeneration projects in the UK and has been planned to transform 

the former Ferrier Estate into a new mixed-tenure, mixed-used 

community. Over the next 15 – 20 years, 4,800 homes, schools, 

shops, health facilities, restaurants, offices, community facilities and 

new open spaces totalling 83 acres will be created at Kidbrooke 

Village. 

 

The project is now five years in, and demolition of the Ferrier Estate is 

complete with 950 homes built so far. There is new community space, 

an interim village centre and improved access to public transport. The 

project has reclaimed 35 acres of brownfield land, and already 

delivered 50 acres of new parkland and open space. A further 33 

acres are planed, as new phases of the development become live. 

Existing mature trees have been retained wherever possible and over 

a thousand new trees have been planted over the duration of the 

project so far. A further 1000 more mature trees are planned over the 

lifespan of the project. Every block on the development will have a 

living green or brown roof and the site has a sustainable drainage 

system designed through the development. A maintenance regime is 

in place that leaves grass to grow longer in certain parts of the 

development, to allow insects and wildlife to flourish. 

 

As a part of the ongoing regeneration work and creation of green 

open spaces, Cator Park has been established between 2 of the 

newest phases of the development, Blackheath Quarter and Meridian 

Gate. 

 

It was decided that this would be an ideal location to consider 

increasing the biodiversity of the site. The Royal Borough of 

Greenwich Biodiversity Action plan was consulted to see what could 

be done and Berkeley partnered with the London Wildlife Trust to 

obtain specialist advice. 

Categories: 
 

 Large scale permanent  

 Pollinator 

 Community engagement 

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT OVERVIEW 

BIG Challenge Case Study 



The Black Poplar is listed in the BAP as a species that the council is working hard to reintroduce into the area in 

order to battle a growing decrease in numbers in recent years. A variety of culminating factors have lead to its 

decline, it is thought that there are only approximately 7000 left in the whole of the UK. They require very specific 

conditions to reproduce naturally and native black poplars hybridise easily with non-native imports. As a result, it is 

believed that they will not be able to reproduce naturally and will be reliant on the planting of cuttings for the 

foreseeable future. 
 

Being Britain’s rarest native timber tree with over 100 specialist insects associated with it including moths, bees 

and butterflies, the team felt this would be great to incorporate into the new park. Typically, they flourish alongside 

streams and rivers so it was decided to plant the trees near the recently completed swale, which is part of the 

wider SUDs design across the development. 
 

Obtaining saplings that are of the correct provenance can prove to be difficult and to obtain the trees for Kidbrooke 

Berkeley linked with the Sussex Wildlife Trust who are working in partnership with Royal Botanic Gardens Kew to 

cultivate and plant new black poplars every year. 
 

Berkeley was keen to include the local community and as a result teamed up with London Wildlife Trust and a 

local school to hold a small ecology lesson prior to carrying out the planting with them. 
 

Liz Harris, Head teacher from The Holy Family Catholic Primary School, commented: “This was a great experience 

for the children who enjoyed planting and learning about the Black Poplar in their local park. We are very grateful 

to Berkeley and the London Wildlife Trust for giving us this opportunity and it was a very enjoyable lesson for the 

children.” 
 

Mathew Frith, Director of Policy and Planning for London Wildlife Trust, commented: “Our aim is to protect the 

capital's wildlife and natural spaces, and where possible to enhance them. We welcome Berkeley’s vision in 

supporting our aim and we are thrilled to have planted black poplar trees in Kidbrooke alongside pupils from The 

Holy Family Catholic Primary School. Together we are helping to ensure that this majestic, native species 

continues to grow in the Royal Borough of Greenwich.” 
 

Karl Whiteman, Chairman of Berkeley Homes (East Thames), comments: “Promoting biodiversity at Kidbrooke 

Village is an important part of ensuring that our development has a minimal impact on the surrounding area, and 

planting these rare trees is just one of the ways that we are working with our partners to ensure that our legacy is 

a positive one. Our thanks go to the London Wildlife Trust and The Holy Family Catholic Primary School for joining 

us today to mark the occasion.” 

Pictures of the enhancements 

If you would like to sign up for the BIG Challenge,  

please contact CIRIA  by email at 

customer.services@ciria.org  

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT OVERVIEW (cont.) 

mailto:customer.services@ciria.org

