
GODMANCHESTER, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, ENGLAND 

Project overview  

Kier are the principal contractor for the construction  of a new 
Academy School in the town of Godmanchester, Cambridge. The 
School has been constructed as part of a new housing development. As 
part of the development an Ecological Enhancement Plan has been 
developed to incorporate biodiversity into the very heart of the 
project.  

What were the biodiversity conditions on site, prior to the 
enhancement? 

The biodiversity conditions of the site prior to development were 
relatively limited with the site having previously been used for arable 
farming.  

What were the reasons behind this project ? 

The biodiversity enhancements implemented on the project were 
undertaken as part of the overall design of the project with sedum 
roofs and soft landscaping undertaken as part of planning 
requirements. The wildlife corner was implemented by Kier over and 
above the requirements of planning as part of Kiers continued 
commitment to incorporating biodiversity into its activities.  
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What were the biodiversity measures taken? 

The biodiversity measures taken included sedum roofing on areas 
of the building which will support a variety of plant species 
providing habitats for invertebrates which will benefit species from 
higher trophic levels. Other measures taken included the creation 
of a small wetland swale area which is fenced off and surrounded 
by bird and bat boxes, wildflower planters, rockpiles for 
amphibians, bird feeders and a native species hedgerow. The 
project is replicable on other similar school projects. The 
maintenance of the area will be undertaken by the school 
themselves including the pupils as part of their learning 
experience.  



Further information 

Due to the scale and detail of the ecological enhancements undertaken 
it is hoped that the resulting variety of habitats created will lead to net 
gain in overall biodiversity inhabiting the site. As the swale area 
matures with time it is hoped the habitat will support a wide variety of 
species.  
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What was the motivation for carrying out the enhancement? 

Kier’s motivation for undertaking the project comes from its continued 
commitment to promoting ecological enhancements on developments 
wherever possible. It is hoped that the environment created will act as 
an invaluable learning tool for the pupils of the school in the future. The 
school should also provide a stimulating environment for the pupils to 
learn and play within. 


