
Fact box 
 

Company name:  

Interserve 

 

Project name:  

Chelsea Flower Show Reuse 

Scheme 

 

Location:  

London 

 

Biodiversity enhancement: 

 Recycling plants and 

landscaping supplies 

 Improving community 

gardens 

 

Size:  

N/A 

 

Cost: 

£0, only materials found onsite 

 

Tips: 

N/A 

 

Year completed: 

2014 

 

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW REUSE SCHEME, INTERSERVE 

For the second consecutive year, Interserve worked with 

Groundwork London to deliver the Chelsea Flower Show Reuse 

scheme. The scheme aims to ensure plants and materials used at 

the show have a life after :3,500 plants and 200 tonnes of 

landscaping material – for an estimated value of £80k – were 

redistributed to local community garden projects.  

 

As soon as the show finished the collaborative partnership saw 

Interserve staff, Groundwork staff, trainees and local volunteers 

working together to help with the clearance of plants and materials 

from the site and their distribution to community groups in more 

deprived areas of London. 

  

More than 100 community projects across ten London Boroughs 

(Ealing, Greenwich, Hackney, Hammersmith & Fulham, Haringey, 

Islington, Lambeth, Lewisham, Newham and Wandsworth) benefited 

from the plants and materials.  

 

Specific projects included: 

 

• The Lewisham Gardening Club - distribution of about 1000 plants 

and 10 tonnes of materials to over 50 projects.  

• The Brixton Green Project in Lambeth. A non-profit, registered 

mutual society set up by Brixton people to make this possible. 

• Stratford Roof Top Garden: turning the desolated car park into a 

buzzing community hang out, complete with a cafe run by a 

social enterprise and a rooftop cinema. 

• Ghandi-Chaplin Memorial Garden, Canning Town: building  

decking and fencing and using plants and materials taken from 

the Chelsea Flower Show to brightened up this corner in East 

London. 

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT OVERVIEW 

Categories: 
 

 Small scale permanent 

 Community engagement  

BIG Challenge Case Study 



If you would like to sign up for the BIG Challenge,  

please contact CIRIA  by email at 

customer.services@ciria.org  

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT OVERVIEW (cont.) 

Pictures of the enhancements 

Benefits of the Chelsea Flower Show Reuse Scheme are: 

  

• Helped to create new community gardens on neglected spaces in deprived communities 

• Enabled residents’ groups and volunteers to improve their existing community gardens 

• Increases the ecological value of unused brown field sites, attracting birds and insects 

• Improves community health and wellbeing by providing green spaces and social interaction 

• Gave people the opportunity to take part in gardening activities  

 

 

Quotes: 

“I saw firsthand how the generosity of Groundwork can improve lives as we dropped a truck load of plants off at 

a Youth Community centre in Brixton. When we arrived, children and volunteers flooded out to give us a hand 

unloading the plants. It was great to see children and young adults engaged in a worthwhile project and produce 

from the show going to a great home, it was a moving experience” 
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