
SAXON BROOK, EXETER 

Project overview  

Redrow has a unique partnership with the Bumblebee Conservation Trust to design for 
bumblebees on our developments. At Saxon Brook we incorporated bee-friendly planting 
designs and awareness-raising initiatives from the outset. The development includes 
pollinator planting, a community bee-walk and ongoing training and community engagement 
to ensure the projects legacy. 

What were the biodiversity conditions on site, prior to the enhancement? 

Prior to development the Saxon Brook site was species poor pasture land surrounded by 
hedgerows. Farmed for dairy and silage there was limited crop diversity. The pasture land was 
not managed for bumblebees or bees generally as there was no sign of a significant grazing 
regime or management of livestock levels and clear evidence of fertiliser use. The site 
provided an exciting opportunity as part of Redrow’s wider Biodiversity strategy and BBCT 
partnership to create a development where bumblebees thrive, we could further our 
understanding and make a difference to the relationship between construction & biodiversity. 
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What were the reasons behind this project ? 

It is well-known that bumblebees are great pollinators, and therefore have a key role in 
producing much of the food that we eat and pollinating the wildflowers that are part of the 
food chain. Support of pollinators is a key part of Redrows’ Biodiversity strategy  to achieve 
biodiversity off-setting and Net Gain sites, of which Saxon Brook is one. It was not a planning 
requirement to incorporate bee friendly initiatives in the development but was a result of 
seeing an opportunity to support pollinators on site from the start and wanting to change the 
way housebuilding and biodiversity work together. 



What were the biodiversity measures taken? 

With flagship pollinator projects being created on developments around the 
country, the project is proving to be one that is replicable. It is not just a 
short term project but one that has been designed to for longevity and to 
develop, with resources and information for customers, Bee statues among a 
Bee-Walk and training and education for landscapers and gardeners 
landscaping and maintaining the site. The installation of a Bee-Walk, 
pollinator friendly gardens, creation of a SANG (Suitable Alternative Natural 
Greenspace), an orchard for bees to nest and a wildflower meadow have 
created usable habitats from what the land previously was. These 
installations have also contributed to biodiversity offsetting and achieving 
biodiversity net-gain status.  

Workers and staff have been involved right the way through the project. 
Design and Technical teams have been important in the layout of the 
development and locations for gardens, meadows, orchards and the Bee-
walk, while Sales teams have been trained and educated to inform customers 
of what is on the development and what they can do to help. Landscapers 
and site maintenance are also key to the long term success and have been 
trained and educated in pollinator friendly planting, with nectar rich plants 
specifically chosen, and the importance of pollinators. Engaging the 
community has really helped the project progress. Providing information 
boards and leaflets, establishing bee volunteer groups, educational content 
for schools and children, launch events and free membership of BBCT for all 
new customers on the developments has given the opportunity to educate 
and inspire those in the community and ensure the project can continue once 
the development has finished. The Launch of Redrow’s Bumblebee Cottage, a 
book for children about bumblebees and their needs, has been used in 
schools across the country to help children understand bumblebees and aid 
our mission to help pollinators. 



Further information 

The project has been installed with various stages. Initially the Bumblebee Conservation Trust 
and Redrow Technical teams designed the planting, orchards and Bee-Walk area on site; this 
has been installed and continues to be installed as the development progresses. Training has 
been taking place with the landscapers and site teams to ensure appropriate installation and 
maintenance of pollinator areas and gardens on site. The SANG is being installed and adapted 
alongside the development. 

It is anticipated a legacy will be left once the development is complete with the project being a 
long term project, particularly with the Community Bee Group in place to protect and survey 
bees and the maintenance company trained in maintaining pollinator friendly areas. 

Monitoring will be taking place over the course of the development and post installation with 
baseline data available from the net gain study that took place at the start of the development. 

We will measure the outcomes of the project with the measuring including community bee 
group surveys (of which the group will be trained to complete) and monitoring from the site 
management and maintenance company with outcomes established from reports and 
feedback. 

Lessons & knowledge have been learnt from the project. Overall these have been very 
positive, in particular seeing the benefits of incorporating pollinator projects at the beginning 
of a development rather than addition midway or at the end. Knowledge learned from BBCT 
will be taken & applied to future projects & these principles into our new biodiversity strategy. 

What was the motivation for carrying out the enhancement? 

It is becoming increasingly understood the impact of the declining bee and pollinator populations and we 
understand, as housebuilders, the negative impact our developments can potentially have on biodiversity. 
However, we also realise the opportunity and responsibility we have to try and reduce the impacts and 
increase biodiversity and awareness on developments. The BBCT partnership was in place from the start of 
the Saxon Brook project, something we felt was important to ensure its integration into the development and 
provide a blue print for new developments and existing. We hope this project will leave a legacy long after we 
have left site. 


