
Fact box 
 

Company name: 

Morgan Sindall (MVB JV) 
 

Project name: 

The Hotspot 
 

Location:  

Barking, Essex  
 

Biodiversity enhancement:  

 Tree planting 

 Bird boxes 

 Insect hotel 

 
 

Size:  

28 trees and shrubs 

9 bird boxes 

1 insect hotel  
 

Cost: 

£1,100 
 

Tips: 

Information from London Wildlife 

Trust should be used to improve 

the design of these habitats. If not 

maintained they have previously 

been known to silt up, thereby 

reducing the usability of the area. 

 

Year completed: 

2013 

THE HOTSPOT, MORGAN SINDALL  

The Lee Tunnel is the first of two tunnels being constructed for 

Thames Water as part of the London Tideway Improvements. The 

6.7km tunnel will run beneath the London Borough of Newham from 

Abbey Mills to Beckton, and will help prevent more than 16 million 

tonnes of sewage mixed with rainwater overflowing into the River 

Lee every year, by capturing it and transferring it to Beckton Sewage 

Treatment Works. 

 

Work started on site in July 2010, and the project is due for 

completion in December 2015. The ecological enhancements 

detailed below were aimed at mitigating in part against the effects of 

the works on local wildlife, by providing additional habitats and food 

sources. They were not a contractual requirement.  

 

An insect hotel made entirely from site waste materials which would 

otherwise have been thrown away. The main structure consists of 

discarded pallets with much of the additional wood coming from 

essential arboricultural works. The structure was based on a 

template produced by the Wildlife Trusts and thought went into both 

its location and the fill material, so as to maximise the potential for 

insects such as solitary bees and wood-boring beetles. (Temporary) 

 

28 trees and shrubs consisting of 18 different species planted over 

an area of approximately 150m2 - ‘The Hotspot’. Species were 

specifically chosen to be attractive to wildlife i.e. fruit bearing, pollen 

and nectar producing, and included lavender, midland hawthorn, and 

blackberry and red currant bushes. (Permanent) 

Categories: 
 

 Small scale permanent 

 Small scale temporary 

 

 

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT OVERVIEW 

BIG Challenge Case Study 



Pictures of the enhancements 

If you would like to sign up for the BIG Challenge,  

please contact CIRIA  by email at 

customer.services@ciria.org  

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT OVERVIEW (cont.) 

Nine bird boxes erected to provide additional nesting and roosting facilities. Different types of boxes were 

chosen to attract the different bird species found on site and to be seen daily at the project’s bird feeding 

stations, such as blue and great tits, robins and great spotted woodpeckers. (Permanent)  
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