
BRISTOL PARKWAY SNCI, STOKE GIFFORD, SOUTH GLOUCESTER 

Project overview  

Bristol Parkway SNCI was established by South Gloucestershire Council, when the site was 
recognised as a habitat for the Small Blue butterfly. Network Rail’s Greater West Programme 
and contractors Bam Nuttall, upgrading nearby Bristol Parkway station, worked with the Council 
to improve the habitat, clearing scrub, preparing for arrival of a herd of goats and constructing a 
‘bug hotel’ for pollinators .  

What were the biodiversity conditions on site, prior to the enhancement? 

The Small Blue is dependent on a specific wild flower, the kidney vetch, which was identified, 
and the SNCI established, when a Park & Ride car park was constructed. Although parts of the 
site were grassland supporting kidney vetch & could be managed by Council staff mechanically , 
substantial areas were overgrown with bramble. Parts of the site were suitable for kidney vetch 
but were too far from established plants to be colonised naturally. There was also a need to 
encourage pollinators, as the site is open & surrounded on 3 sides by industrial land & highways. 
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What were the reasons behind this project ? 

For Network Rail the project was driven by a desire to offset biodiversity loss from unavoidable 
vegetation clearance elsewhere, particularly on a project enhancing biodiversity in an urban 
context. The Council needed to maximise the value of the site for a rare species & supplement 
limited resources available for managing a number of wildlife sites, with volunteer labour & 
resources from the rail industry. Network Rail & Bam Nuttall staff wanted to use ‘volunteer 
leave’ (more usually used to benefit community causes) helping an environmental cause. Bam 
Nuttall wanted to deliver the volunteering & biodiversity elements of its Sustainable 
Development Plan. 



What were the biodiversity measures taken? 

The Small Blue butterfly’s life cycle depends on the Kidney Vetch, a wild flower 
found in small numbers on the site and which grows best in short grassland.  
Efforts, supervised by the Council’s Wildlife Officer, therefore focused on getting 
the site into condition that suits  Kidney Vetch and can be managed in the long 
term by the Council’s labour force:  

(1) Brambles and scrub were cleared by hand – the major task for Bam Nuttall 
and Network Rail 

(2) An innovation being pursed by the Council to assist long-term management 
of the site was the introduction of a small herd of goats, provided by urban 
farming cooperative ‘Street Goat’, to continue to reduce the brambles by 
grazing. Bam Nuttall provided and installed additional fencing to keep the 
goats in. 

(3) A ‘bug hotel’ was constructed from waste pallets and pipes provided by Bam 
Nuttall and some natural materials on site,  to encourage pollinators . 

(4) Individual Kidney Vetch plants purchased by the Council were planted in 
suitable areas of short grassland around the site 

(5) Signs explaining about the Small Blue and the ecological value of the site 
were made and installed around the site, with the objective of encouraging 
local interest in, and future help with, maintaining the site in the long term  

Bam Nuttall provided staff to help with the works  (5 person-days in total). The 
majority of Network Rail and Bam staff volunteered their time under the 
‘Volunteer Leave’ scheme (10 person-days in total). In future some Network Rail 
people may become volunteer ‘goat wardens’ 



Further information 

1. The project originated from a chance conversation between Network rail’s 
Ecologist and South Glos Wildlife Officer 

2. South Gloucestershire surveyed the site and completed mechanical mowing 
where feasible 

3. A programme of rail industry works was agreed based on the survey 
4. Bam began bramble clearance, improved the fencing, brought in materials 

for the ‘bug hotel’, sowed kidney vetch and wild flower mixture 
5. Network Rail majored on bramble clearance and completed the bug hotel 

and perimeter signage 
6. Two months later the herd of goats arrived for ‘Phase Two’, a continuation 

of the work to enhance the site by South Gloucester and charity ‘Buglife’ 
Diversity has improved, with the area under Brambles substantially reduced.  

We learned that a small group of moderately fit people can clear a lot of 
brambles in a relatively short time. 

We all benefited from a day outside in pleasant surroundings and the Bam team 
learned about conservation work, a marked contrast to their normal 
construction jobs.  

Project Team 

• Network Rail, Bam Nuttall 
• South Gloucestershire Council 
• ‘Buglife’ 
What was the motivation for carrying out the enhancement? 

Bam Nuttall’s involvement was driven by their Site Agent’s particular interest in 
biodiversity, as part of their Sustainable Development Plan for the station 
project, over and above their contractual requirement. The Network Rail people 
were keen to help a rare species with a local dimension. 


