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BIG Challenge 2015 submission category: Temporary 

Church Walk, Mancetter, Warwickshire 

Willmott Dixon 

Project overview 

The new construction of the 

Extra Care Facility of 70 

apartments, and associated 

communals, with 10 

bungalows is situated within 

a highly residential area of 

Mancetter.  
 

Due to the location of the 

works and the surrounding 

residential environment the 

options were limited, 

however with the re-use of 

surplus materials an insect 

hotel was built to help 

provide the right habitat for 

the local insects.  
 

By providing a home 

increases the number of 

beneficial insects in the 

works area and contributes 

to their conservation. The 

Insect Hotel was built 

entirely from surplus 

materials and therefore 

reducing waste on site.  
 

The main structure is re-

used pallets, and other 

materials consist of plastic 

ducting, bricks, wood 

chippings, water cooler 

bottles and existing 

vegetation.  
 

The site team also 

incorporated the insect hotel 

into a planting area and 

planted bedding plants on 

top of the insect hotel to 

further attract species and 

improve the overall site 

appearance and green 

space.  
 

Due to the use of surplus 

materials the only cost 

associated with the project 

was the bedding plants 

which was a total of £10 

however due to the use of 

surplus materials and 

therefore reducing waste 

disposal costs, money was 

actually saved.  

 

What were the biodiversity 

conditions on site, prior to 

the enhancement? 

 

The existing land consisted 

of neutral grassland 

between an existing day 

care centre and residential 

properties.  
 

An ecology survey was 

carried out at design phase 

and showed that the 

existing area was of low 

ecological value and that no 

particular mitigation or 

enhancements were 

required. 

 

Were there any specific 

conditions that led to you 

carrying out this work? 

No specific conditions led to 

this work and the ecology 

survey carried out at design 

phase showed that the 
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existing area was of low 

ecological value and that no 

particular mitigation or 

enhancements were 

required however, the 

project team at the 

Mancetter site wanted to do 

their bit in contributing to 

and enhancing the local 

environment as well as 

engaging with and involving 

the local community. 

 

What were the biodiversity 

measures taken? 

The insect hotel can easily 

be replicated on other 

Willmott Dixon sites.  
 

The management of the 

biodiversity enhancement 

project has been 

incorporated into everyday 

site practices and the 

location of the insect hotel is 

within the tree protection 

area so therefore ensuring 

no impact from the 

surrounding construction 

activities.  
 

The construction of the 

insect hotel involved staff 

volunteers and also 

donations of surplus 

material and labour from the 

supply chain.  
 

The construction of the 

insect hotel also 

encouraged community 

engagement as it involved 

help from children within the 

local neighbourhood. 
 

How would you best 

describe the project? 

An enhancement. 

    

Photo: Help from local children 

Further information 

Surplus material from 

around site was 

collected/donated and 

initially stored in the 

designated enhancement 

area.  
 

A date was set in May half 

term and a month prior to 

that the local residents 

received our regular 

monthly newsletter asking 

for their children’s help to 

construct an insect hotel.  
 

On the day, a total of 6 

children from the local 

neighborhood attended site 

to offer their assistance. The 

first stage was to build the 

insect hotel which included 

stacking wooden pallets, 

bricks and plastic ducting.  
 

This was carried out by the 

site team. The children then 

collected vegetation from 

around site to place within 

the hotel to help attract 

species.  

The children also helped 

plant the bedding plants and 

lay the wood chip that had 

been produced from the 

recent tree clearance.  
 

Water cooler bottles were 

cut and filled with soil and 

then placed into the 

woodchip as well as 

gnomes which were 

donated by a site member.     
 

Since the project was 

completed the site team 

have been monitoring it 

closely and sighted ants, 

grass hoppers, woodlice, 

lady birds, beetles and 

bees.     
 

Lessons learnt for future 

enhancement projects are 

to perhaps contact the local 

school for volunteers and to 

incorporate it with a training 

session to educate the 

children on the importance 

of protecting biodiversity.  
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What was your personal 

motivation for carrying out 

the enhancement? 

To contribute to the local 

environment and engage 

with the local community.  

 

Also, to restore and 

enhance the habitats that 

may have been affected by 

our construction activities 

and to leave a legacy with 

the local residents that 

Willmott Dixon are 

passionate about the 

environment. 
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