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University of Essex, Colchester, England 

Kier Construction Eastern 

Project overview  
 

Kier has recently been involved with a 

number of new-build construction 

projects, most recently a new Sports 

Complex and Science and Technology 

block. Throughout the developments the 

already rich biodiversity inhabiting the 

university campus is being enhanced and 

encouraged further via a number of 

initiatives being implemented . 

 

What were the biodiversity 

conditions on site, prior to the 

enhancement? 
 

The biodiversity of the existing university 

campus is good with the overall site 

making up Wivenhoe Park which is 

designated ad a local wildlife site. The 

campus is covered with many veteran 

trees and is home to a large lake. The 

overall ecological value of the site is 

evident when walking through the 

campus. 

Were there any specific reasons 

that led to this project? 
 

The project has been implemented 

as part of the overall planning 

conditions surrounding the continued 

development of the University of 

Essex Campus. Due to the site being 

a local wildlife site, the impacts of the 

projects are required to be offset in 

other areas of the campus. From the 

planning conditions and subsequent 

ecological enhancements it is hoped 

the overall ecological value of the 

campus isn’t reduced, but instead 

enhanced.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall Biodiversity Enhancement Plan  at the University of 

Essex Campus. 

University of Essex Biodiversity Enhancement Project  
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What were the biodiversity measures taken? 
 

The project involves a number of small scale projects / enhancements 

carried out over a prolonged period of time as the campus continues to 

be developed. Together, the sub-projects make up the overall mitigation 

plan to offset the impacts of the combined developments to ensure an 

overall net gain in biodiversity across the campus.  

 

Some of the enhancements being undertaken on the campus include: 

 

• Log piles as pictured are being strategically positioned in areas of the 

campus where development is not scheduled. Wood used from trees 

which have been felled / maintained on the campus is used meaning 

the enhancement is free. The log piles benefit many different species 

such as many different types of invertebrates, small mammals and 

even reptiles. 

• Bat / Bird boxes have been installed extensively around the campus. 

Kier are also undertaking the installation of a ‘Schwegler 1FW 

Hibernation bat box’, which is suitable for the hibernation of large 

colonies. This box has been provided by Kier Construction as a 

demonstration of the commitment to the overall enhancement 

programme. 

• Where veteran trees are to be lost as part of developments, younger 

trees in other areas of the campus will undergo pollarding. This will 

mean that the younger trees will develop ecologically beneficial 

features that are typical of veteran trees at a much younger age. 

• The planting of wildflower meadows in various areas around the 

campus. Wildflower meadows as well as being aesthetically pleasing, 

offer considerable ecological benefits to many species of pollinator 

including bees.  

Hibernacula log piles installed at the University Of Essex Campus 

What were the biodiversity measures taken? 
 

Kier have collaborated with the University of Essex in the 

implementation of the Biodiversity Action Plan. Where possible 

waste materials have been used to implement the 

enhancements. 
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How would you best describe the project?  
 

Mitigation  

 

Further information 
 

Most of the mitigation strategies to be installed / undertaken will be carried out 

by specialist sub-contractors due to the technical knowledge and skills 

required to ensure they are implemented correctly. Where possible , Kier will 

be involved in the small ,scale simple enhancements. The additional batbox 

supplied by Kier as a gesture of good-will is also to be installed by Kier. 

 

The project is at the early stages of its implementation due to the fact that the 

scheduled programme of works across the campus has only just started. The 

successful implementation of the scheme will be closely monitored as part of 

the planning conditions for the developments.  

 

The site teams working on the projects are looking forward to seeing the 

enhancements develop and are hopeful of being able to observe the 

biodiversity of the campus blossom as a result.   

What was your personal motivation for carrying out the 

enhancement? 
 

Kier is committed to the University of Essex as its client to ensure it enhances 

the already ecologically rich campus during the development of the site. Kier 

will endeavour where possible to go above and beyond what is required as a 

basic planning condition to enhance areas further to benefit local wildlife. 
Schwegler 1FW Hibernation bat box donated by Kier to be 

installed as part of the mitigation strategy. 


